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At present, an estimated 25,000 Nicaraguans, principally Miskitos from the north Atlantic region,
are residing in Honduran refugee camps. Since the initiation of a repatriation program in 1984 by
the UN High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), at least 9,600 Nicaraguans have returned to their
homes. Numbers of repatriates by year under the UN program follow: 1984, 242; 1985, 961; 1986,
1,770; 1987, 3,862; and, first quarter 1988, 2,794. According to the UNHCR, about 30,000 refugees
in Costa Rica receive aid from the commission. Repatriation from that country has proceeded at
slower pace than from Honduras. Refugees who benefit from the program return on flights between
Puerto Lempira in Honduras to Puerto Cabezas, capital of Nicaragua's northeastern department
of Atlantico Norte, or by land, crossing the border at the town of Leimus on the Rio Coco. Many
others have returned on their own by simply crossing the river. The Atlantico Norte department
government reports that more than 20,000 Miskito and Sumo Indians have returned from Honduras
and Costa Rica. On April 15, 100 Miskito members of Yatama were jailed in Honduras and reports
of torture of the prisoners surfaced. Yatama leader Maximo Pantin, who entered into talks with the
Nicaraguan government in late April called on Managua to open talks with Honduras to stop the
violence against Miskitos. In the last week of April, clashes occurred between Honduran troops and
Yatama inside Honduras. The Honduran government accused the Sandinista Peoples' Army (EPS)
troops of fighting on Honduran territory. Managua responded by stating that the incidents involved
Yatama. The Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry proposed that a governmental fact-finding mission cross
over to the Honduran camps to investigate the refugees' situation. In the past, Honduran soldiers
were accused of robbing refugees and obstructing traffic on the Rio Coco, detaining small boats
and stealing outboard motors. At present, however, the Honduran government has apparently
adopted the position that Nicaraguan repatriation is welcome. (Honduras also harbors some 15,000
Salvadorans and several thousand Guatemalans who have fled respective conflicts.) Uriel Vanegas,
chief of the Autonomous Indigenous Militias under the "Kisan pro-peace" group in Atlantico
Norte told Nicaraguan officials and journalists that the Honduran military is pressuring Yatama
combatants to repatriate in order to avoid further embarrassment about Honduran territory being
used as a platform for aggression. Miskito leaders recently denounced the Honduran military for
acts of repression against their people. The massive influx of people from Honduras has stretched
the capacities of the government to provide necessary services mainly food and medical care to
Indian communities. There is heavy reliance on aid from international relief agencies. "Kisan
pro-peace", the organization which brings together former Miskito insurgents in Atlantico Norte,
has launched a campaign toward obtaining additional aid. (Basic data from Pensamiento Propio,
05/01/88, publication of the Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central
America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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